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Session Goals 

• Discuss the Picking Up the Pieces report and key takeaways 

• Share information about the Child Care Data Center  

• Identify critical child care system policy recommendations 



• https://youtu.be/T_NjYJzoVX
M

https://www.childcareaware.org/picking-up-
the-pieces/



Picking Up the Pieces Includes: 

The report is organized into three sections that explore 
the impact of COVID-19 on child care:

• Access

• Affordability

• Quality

Each section features:

• Key findings of our 2019 survey of states about child 
care, as well as updated child care supply data from July 
2020.

• Case studies featuring different aspects of this crisis and 
how families and child care providers are struggling.



New Interactive 
Website

• Features:

• Summarizes full report

• Includes videos of families 
and child care providers

• Quotes from economists

• Infographics and tables

• Downloadable, expanded 
report and appendices

• Map where users can 
explore their state’s data

https://www.childcareaware.org/picking-up-the-pieces/


Key Takeaways 

• Programs may have to close due to lack of funding

• Temporary pandemic ratio rules may have lasting effects

• Without proper investment in the child care system providers 
will have to pass on the additional costs due to COVID-19 onto 
parents

• Quality may be compromised as programs are focusing on ways 
to keep their business open



Child Care Challenges

FINDING AND OBTAINING 
AMPLE AMOUNTS OF PPE 

SUPPLIES

IMPLEMENTING OR 
UPDATING PROGRAM 

PROTOCOLS

FEAR OF GETTING THE 
VIRUS OR SPREADING IT 

TO OTHERS

IMMEDIATE FUNDING 
NEEDS TO REMAIN IN 

BUSINESS



Child Care Data Center 
(CCDC)

Features:

• 6 Pilot States (IL, MN, MO, OR, 
WA, WI) worked with CCAoA.

• Data from pilot states feeds 
interactive visualizations.

• Explore fact sheets for each 
state

• Take Action Information

https://info.childcareaware.org/ccdc-form

https://info.childcareaware.org/ccdc-form


Policy Recommendations 



Accessibility for All

• Prioritize policies that make 
the early childhood education 
profession more attractive 
to new entrants.

• Provide grants to encourage 
more new programs 
to open, stabilize programs in 
current situation.



Affordability for All

• Expand access to subsidies 
and tax credits.

• Implement or extend COVID-
19 payment policies that 
provide families flexibility and 
support.



Quality for All

• Ensure funding is tied to health and safety standards, with support 
and resources to implement.

• Develop and update pandemic health guidance regularly.

• Support funding for child care health consultants.

• Incentivize quality.

• Invest in Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies.



What’s Next? What Can You Do? 

• Think about how you can help advocate for child care programs

• Long-term change: transforming the future of child care.

• Building partnerships



Thank You

Email: Courtney.Penn@usa.childcareaware.org


