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Washington State 
ǒ 5,500 

licensed or 

exempt child 

care facilities

ǒ 11.5% 

residents 
food insecure
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FIG Strategies

ǒ Leverage or Create Policies

ƺ Monitor the 2021 state legislative session and engage with Farm to ECE 

supportive legislation

ǒ Build Programmatic Capacity

ƺ Convert 4-hour virtual training into free, online STARS trainings

ƺ Conduct a community needs assessment

ǒ Strengthen Collaborations

ƺ Gather and disseminate success stories 

ǒ Increase Equitable Access to Farm to ECE

ƺ Connect with early learning leaders in Tribal communities
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Leveraging Partnerships
In September 2019, the Farm to ECE Community of Practice coordination transferred to the 

Department of Health. A small workgroup was formed to develop a full-day training on farm to 

ECE, emphasizing how farm to ECE aligned with CACFP standards and best practices. 

Representation from WSDA, the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, a local health 

department and early learning programs were present. 

We were able to form this workgroup because three members had FTE for Farm to 

ECE work. Through leveraging this partnership, we were able to build momentum, 

create new partnerships, and accomplish our goal of creating a training that tied 

CACFP to local procurement.
Current Partners

ǒ Office of the Superintendent of 

Public Instruction

ǒ WSU Extension

ǒ UW Center for Public Health 

Nutrition 

ǒ Washington State Department of Agriculture

ǒ Catholic Charities of Easter Washington 

ǒ Viva Farms 

ǒ Snohomish Health District

ǒ Nourishian For Life
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Challenges

What are strategies other groups have used to address diversity 

and inclusion within a coalition? 

What are processes others have used to transition a coalition to 

be community led? 
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VERMONT

Networking Call
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