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Candidate for the office of:  Fruit & Vegetable Nutrition Council Chair-Elect 
 
Name:  Jami Rokala 
 
Credentials:   MS,LN, CCNP, CFPM, CLC 
  
Title:  Child Nutrition Manager, Tri-Valley Opportunity Council, Inc.  
 
State Agency: Minnesota  
 
ASPHN Activities: 

• Participates in ASPHNs National Fruit and Vegetable Council 
Networking Calls and meetings 

• MCH Nutrition Council Steering Committee 

• Participates in ASPHN’s  

• Coffee with a member 

• ASPHN FIG grant  
 
Briefly describe why you are interested in filling this position: 

• My long range goals are to build partnerships and collaborate with other 
professionals not only in the Child Nutrition Profession but advocate on the state 
and national level to educate people about the importance of child nutrition and 
the positive impact programs such as CACFP contributes to a healthy lifestyle for 
all children and families.  
 

Other Related Activities (professional and/or personal): 

• I am the Child Nutrition Manager for Tri Valley Opportunity Council, a multi-site, 
multi-regional CACFP and SFSP sponsor in Minnesota and North Dakota.  I 
oversee the child nutrition services for two regions; Region V which is head start 
and early head start and region XII which is Migrant and Seasonal Head Start.  
Being a sponsor for all of the migrant and seasonal head start programs within 
MN and ND allows me to have a wide range of socioeconomic experience and 
interaction with culturally diverse populations.  Along with migrant and seasonal 
families, our region v centers have a large Somalia population.  

• Alongside the Institute of Agriculture and Trade Policy, I advocated for the MN 
Farm to School/Early Care Bill and testified at the state capitol to help get this bill 
passed.  It was successfully passed in 2019 and I am continuously advocating to 
enhance Farm to Early Care inclusion within this bill.  Policy is one of my areas of 
strength; I testified alongside Sen. Mark Johnson in support of the Good Food 
Access bill as well and continue to be a strong state and national advocate.  If I 
were selected to serve as chair-elect, I would embrace the opportunity to be the 
voice at a national level to strengthen child nutrition policy that would address the 
issues of childhood obesity, food insecurity, and food access.   



 

 

• I serve on multiple committees, such as MN’s Farm to School and Early care 
committee, the University of North Dakota’s Nutrition and Dietetics committee, as 
well as local wellness and public health coalitions. 

• My coworkers, colleagues, and community members would consider me to be a 
leader that is open minded and seeks out collaboration to find solutions to better 
enhance community programs and partnerships. I have been speaking and 
presenting at conferences about my passion for child nutrition and advocating for 
those who are underserved or at-risk.  Being able to share my passion with 
others in field of nutrition has become one of my favorite things to do. 
 

 

 


