
Montana 
Harvest of 
the Month



Agenda
• Background on Creation of the MT HoM 

Program
• Overview of the Materials Included
• How the program is promoted
• HoM examples in schools 
• Program Challenges
• Knowledge check game 



• What is it?
• How does it work?
• Who Participates?
• Why?

MT HoM Background



• Roles and Structure
• Timeline
• Website

Initial Collaboration



• Roles and Structure
• Timeline
• Website

Current Collaboration



• Number of sites participating
• Dollars spent on local foods 
• Number of local food vendors
• Number of people impacted
• MTF2S Survey

HoM Outcomes





Website Overview
Let’s walk through the website together 
using apples as an example item 

mtharvestofthemonth.org/







“Kitchen 
Bites” for 

ECE









“Classroom 
Bites” for 

ECE









“Harvest 
at Home” 
for ECE





Example Education Questions
What  type  of  beet  is  red  and  white  
striped?

a. Red

b. Golden

c. Chioggia

d. Santa Clause



Example Education Questions
What  type  of  beet  is  red  and  white  
striped?

a. Red

b. Golden

c. Chioggia

d. Santa Clause



Example Education Questions
What  are  the  largest  land  animals  in 
North  America?  

a. Grizzlies

b. Elk

c. Cow

d. Bison
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Program Promotion
1.Word of mouth at schools
2.Newsletter
3.Social Media
4.Have done webinars and success 

stories
5.MT School Nutrition Association 

Conference 



Anderson School HoM Taste 
Test

Taste  tests Handing  out  
taste  tests

How  to  taste  test  with  
tried  it, liked  it, loved  it 
method

Voting  on  taste  test



Anderson School MT 
Marinara



Somers School HoM

Potatoes Three  
Sisters  Soup

Whole  Wheat  Buns
Apple  Crisp



Somers School HoM

Taste  Test  Voting  
Tried  it, Liked  it, Loved  it HoM Poster  Display



Example- St. Peters Health

• x



Challenges
• Sustainable  funding  source  to  ensure  

program  maintenance
• New  model  does  not  allow  for as  

thorough  tracking



Game Time!
True  or False : You  have  to  register  for 
HoM, create  a  team,  and  do  monthly  
taste  tests  to  participate  in the  
program



FALSE!  
These  used  to  be  requirements,  but  
we  have  updated  the  program  to  
allow  participants  to  use  it more  
freely . 



True  or False : Sites  must  serve  or 
sell  food  in order  to  participate  in 
HOM.



FALSE!

University extension, libraries, dentists, 
fitness/wellness centers, development 
centers, etc. can all participate by promoting 
the HOM item.



True  or False : The  annual  calendar  is  
available  as  a  guide,  but  you  are  
welcome  to  celebrate  any  seasonal  
item  any  month



TRUE!  The  calendar  is  meant  to  
provide  a  guide  if a  site  would  like  to  
use  it, but  since  the  materials  are  
available  publicly,  any  site  can  utilize  
them  in whichever  order  works  best  
for them . 
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MT  Harvest  of  the  Month
mtharvestofthemonth .org/  

Montana  Farm  to  School
montana .edu/mtfarmtoschool

Facebook
facebook .com/montanafarmtoschool

Instagram
instagram .com/mtfarmtoschool/  



Contact

Jay  Stagg
(406 ) 994 -5996  | jay .stagg@montana .edu

Haley  Scott
(406 ) 994 -5641 | haley .scott 1@montana .edu

Amber  Lewis
(406 )  | amber .lewis@montana .gov
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