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Our Vision



Our Core Functions

We are a hub 
for:

Connecting 
people to: 

Information Networking Advocacy

Resources People Policy



We are a part of a 

Growing 
Movement! 
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According to the 2021 National Farm to ECE Survey…



What Is Farm to ECE?



Where are you with your local food journey?



Why Connect with Farmers?



Fresh, Nutritious Foods



Stronger Local Economies



Enhanced Curriculum



Fun & Fresh Mealtimes



Community Connections



Farmers as Keepers of Traditional Knowledge



The most important thing to know…

There are farmers who 
want to work with early 
care sites! 



ECE Purchasing is a great opportunity for…

● Small farms
● Urban farms
● Specialty growers
● Beginning farmers
● CSA farmers
● Market gardeners



Tips for Local Food Purchasing

● Start small! 
● Buy whole produce
● Consider CSA
● Leverage year-round schedules

 



Beyond Veggies – Local Food Across the Plate



A Year in the Life of a Small Farmer



What a small farmer needs:

● Pre-orders are ideal
● Quantities and frequency of purchases
● Preferred varieties
● Reliable, regular purchases
● Delivery/pick up that works for both of you 
● Flexibility for unpredictable weather or 

growing conditions



Food Safety Questions? 

● Almost all farms must comply with 
FSMA guidelines

● Many are GAP certified
● Ask farmers about their food safety 

practices
● Connect with Extension or state Ag 

Department if you need to buy from a 
producer with specific certifications. 



Not direct purchasing? You can still buy local! 

● Food hubs
● Co-ops
● Local tags at your grocery store
● Local food through your distributor



Other Community Connections

Farmer’s Union
Farm Bureau 
Extension
Master Gardeners
Farmer’s Market Association
Young Farmers’ Coalition



How to Connect with Farmers



Step One – Know What Your Site Needs





Preparing Your Site for Local Foods

● Know what your kitchen can do.
● Have a plan in the kitchen and the classroom.
● Taste, taste, and taste again! 



Find a Curriculum That Fits Your Needs

farmtoschool.org/resources-main/farm-to-early
-care-and-education-curricula 

https://www.farmtoschool.org/resources-main/farm-to-early-care-and-education-curricula
https://www.farmtoschool.org/resources-main/farm-to-early-care-and-education-curricula


Know What Your Students Like 
– and What They Might Want to Try! 



Purchasing for Your Goals

This guide will help you find a 
farmer-producer that have growing 
practices that make sense to you and 
your operations:



Step Two – Find a Farmer Who’s Growing It 









https://www.usdalocalfoodportal.com/ 

https://www.usdalocalfoodportal.com/


Activity: Find a Farmer! (10 minutes)  

1. Find a local food database for your state.
a. If one does not exist, use the USDA Local Food Database. 

2. Identify one farmer local to your early care site (if you manage multiple 
sites, pick one to use as an example). 

3. See what kind of products they grow.
4. Choose one product that you use in your current meal pattern. 
5. Find the farmer’s contact information. 
6. Save for later! 



Step Three – Determine Your Procurement Method



From Ohio’s Farm to ECE Local Buying Guide

https://farmtoschool.osu.edu/files/2024/06/Guide_BuyingLocalFoods_2024_FINAL.pdf


Get Creative With 
Purchasing! 



Step Four – Contact! 



Step Five – Trial and Feedback





Step Six – Share Your Success! 

Others want to hear your story! It can be as 
simple as sharing a photo and a few sentences. 

Be sure to share photos with families to show 
off your delicious meals.



Step Seven – Rinse (Chop, Serve) and Repeat



Resources



ASPHN Procurement Resource 
Library

NFSN Procurement 
Resource Library



https://info.cacfp.org/resources 

https://info.cacfp.org/resources


Ohio’s Farm to ECE Buying Guides





2021 National Farm to ECE Survey



Join Our Network!



• Contact and educate your 
legislators!

• Review our materials: 
https://www.farmtoschool.org/policy/
take-action 

• Share your story through
 NFSN’s Impact Survey 

Call to Action on Federal Policy

https://www.farmtoschool.org/policy/take-action
https://www.farmtoschool.org/policy/take-action


Thank You!
Does anyone have any 
questions?
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